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possibility of any intimate connexion between White-
ley  and  Emily,,  although  in  giving  details of the
menage in Greville Road, Kilburn, she revealed several
curious and somewhat inconsistent facts with regard
to Whiteley's use of Rayner's name when it suited
him.  Clearly the relations between the two men and
the two sisters must have been at times sufficiently
tangled to account for the possibility of their mis-
interpretation by a curious child. But Louisa's evidence
was on the whole consonant with her natural sense
of loyalty towards Whiteley.   At the point where she
was questioned about the final quarrel between George
Rayner and Whiteley over herself she indicated that
the allegations made by the latter about herself and
Rayner were without foundation.  And when she left
the witness-box the mystery of Horace George's birth
remained as dark as it had always been.

While the prosecution through the mouth of Mr
Muir stressed the " great care and deliberation " with
which Rayner had planned his crime, Mr George
Elliott for the defence declared that it was no part of
his case to prove or allege that the prisoner was, in
fact, a son of Whiteley, but only that he had rightly
or wrongly believed he was Whiteley's son, and that
this belief preyed upon his mind and, when he was
sunk in poverty, came home to him as a fact so vital
to his life's future that it determined his actions.
Describing Rayner's pitiful and unsuccessful attempts
to make a career, found a family, and earn a liveli-
hood, Mr Elliott pointed out that " all this operated
gradually upon a mind never of a powerful equilibrium
and on a body enfeebled by the drinking tendencies of
his mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother."